interview with 
Mrs. Nellie Arevalo 
Pomona, California 
June 10, 1957 
Several years ago I used to be receptionist for Dr. Alejandro 
Wallace in Brawley, He is an old man who has practiced in Imperial 
County many, many years; I ink he may have rebired b; 
speaking himslef, so a lot of the nationals always used 
when there used to be a lot of wetbacks 
Valley, he did a considerab@é amount of chari 
ered by insurance, so he would charge them the 
sak people, or kha rather, he would charge 


company; he would wait until a pretty 


company e 
hese men used 

much like anybody else, some of 
some of another; there were a good many respirator 


mental cases coming in to Dr. Wallace 


4 + 


do remember that there were quite a 
accidents in 19! 52 [ remember a time when 19 men were brought 
into the offi 211 at once, they had been injured when the truck that 


he fields had tipped over, i is qui a ex big 


investigat I think the State took 


action on transportation of the workers after this. Another thing 


a great deal of was 
the men who were fed in 
at 


individual grower, but we used to have a good 


* themselves. JI remember one 


morning 


gO away 


. + 
post mortem 
+h medical work 
tne meaqical work 


around Bfawley, and then 


h the men before they w in to see the doctor, th 
talk because apparently they hadn't been able to find too many 


who were friendly and who were able to 


in the Imperial 


one woman 1n 


wetback and she had 13 wetback 


ed her, or else maybe, 


supported her 
tying carrots and so forbh, just 
so down to Mexicali for shopping or 
bus ticket so,ste would just 
Border Pa whi station there in Brawley. 
day they decided they 
» they threatened to crack down on her, they said, "Y6u've 
had enough free rides, when we take you down t< 
time, you are going to 


all 13 of her kids into Border Patorl headquarters and she cried 


bit, 


oe 


here but behave yourself." 
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that 


anwaay 
to hin 
sup 
to make enougl 
but they were all younge: 
our wing, my 
clothes, and things 


nly able to make 


to support the fami 


remember very well was a little boy nine or 


} 


Valley his 
a long trip 


itchhiking, maybe riding on freight 


by his parents to 
apparently, or weren't able 
had several brothers and sisters 
we kind of took him under 
at our house and gave him 
und Brawley picking cotton 
because he was such a 


penny of it, and I 


tried 


rr 
mo 


he worked 


there f five years. 


nth : then he got a job in a dry cleaning 


uv 


The funny thi about 


the Border Patrolmen used to have their cleaning done 


articular place, 


ick, but the 


} 


+ > 
several of the 


married to 


knew Joe was working there, and they knew 


just laughed about it I guess maybe it helped 


knew 
tough for uSe 
for awhile he 


boss for crewas where were working 


f them were |} 


was tem thin if the pay was low, or anything 
like Joe to in fact, 
season so the grower was going 
in amkker another foreman 1 the workers said they were 


they were going to refuse to work un ; Joe was their foreman so 
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There is auite a bit of differnece between the wetbacks and the 


when it comes to spending money. The wetbacks were freerr 
sm come into town in the 
spend their money 
too, but they just come to look around. 
mny sotre in Brawley and I mmx also used to 
another department store. The braceros used 
and then they would 
Mexican bank drafts they could send their 
Way because I 
speak Spanish, and becau I was willing < to them as 
they never bought v r mach 1 y tim I you would 
about 
cers and 
checks that 
them all in one crack for clothes for his family. 
esult of Bracero Program I think you could sayis that the 
Sh, when they 


nuch eliminated all the wetbacks and brough in braceros instead. 


-fS- 
for a fact that Woolworth and Sears, Roebuck, and National Dollar Stores; 
just to mention three, have closed down their stores in Brawley. I 
imagine the same sort of thing has taken place in E1 Centro and other 
towns throughout the Valley. 

There used to be considerable bad feeling between the nations and 
the local fellows. The local boys looked down upon the nationals as 
though they wer al small, this applie h to wetbacks and braceros; 
for the most part they kept out of each others! way, so there wasn't too 


much real trouble, but over on the east side of Brawley there is a prett; 


touch district where they have poolhalls and cantina over there they 


used to have fights between the locals and nationals every so often, 
these fights were over women mostly, I think. I remember one time when 
they were quarreling 
over a Me American girl who was working as a barmaid in the place. 
for the braceros, they had come up here 
d I talked to so many who were going back to 
trsetix cashed one check for a fellow 
which was for a full week's work, he hadn't been ak laid off, he 
all week and that was what he had to show for it. Many of 
ed to complain to me that money was being deducted from their 
besides board and insurance, they never quite understood 
her things were, but it made them very disturbed. I know 
braceros were sifmmly taking off and going back to 
>s where fellows who were 
skip their contracts and head north 
up there. 
braceros deserve better treatment than they get. 
They work awfully hard you know, terribly hard, much harder than a local 


person would be willing rork in that heate 


